Welcome students, parents and guardians!

Below is the course outline for 6th grade technology for the 2017-2018 school year. I will be briefly outlining the projects that your child will be completing throughout the course of the year, grading policy, rules/expectations/consequences and information on how to best contact me and how you or your child can access classroom materials through my website. I hope you have an enjoyable year in technology!

Computers- One of the first items I will teach your child is how to properly log on to his/her laptop. Once everyone is comfortable with logging on to their laptop, they will learn how to properly save to both the H-Drive and One Drive and know the difference between “Save” and “Save As”. The laptops are brand new touch screen computers so I expect that each student will treat his or her assigned laptop with respect, as if it was their own personal computer at home. 

Standard Ruler Measurement- Various forms of measurement are used in our daily life and is an extremely important skill to know, not only for technology class, but for other classes such as science, math and in numerous jobs throughout the world. Specifically in technology class, you will be learning how to read a standard ruler to 1/16” accuracy. The “Super Inch”, worksheets, and an interactive activity will allow you to practice your measurement skills. Remember, just like anything in life, practice makes perfect!

Basic Metalworking- In this unit, you will each be creating a sheet metal notepad holder. You will learn how to safely and properly use a sheet metal shear, a metal brake, metal files, hacksaw, propane torch, solder/flux, drill press and other various materials/tools as you create this product. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Basic Woodworking- Each student will create a wooden candy dispenser/gumball machine in the wood shop that will utilize various hand and power woodworking tools and machines. Prior to the building of the candy dispenser, each student will be required to create a 3D model of the candy dispenser parts and assembly in Autodesk Inventor. You will watch a series of instructional videos created by Mr. Edgerton and will duplicate the steps on your laptop. 

Model Rocketry-   Each student will create a model rocket from scratch, which will be launched outside on a clear, calm day. You will learn how forces act on a rocket/flight in order to make it successful or unsuccessful and will be able to perform some calculations as they relate to rocket height, speed, etc. This is typically a favorite project in years past. 

Internet Safety and Anti-Bullying- In today’s technological world, the Internet can be a great asset to people. However, some people use the Internet to take advantage of others and try to manipulate them. Through a series of videos from the Center for Missing and Exploited Children, students will learn how to stay safe while going online. For example, never talking to someone online that they don’t know, never meeting someone in person that they may have chatted with online, creating strong and secure passwords and not sharing them with anyone else, etc. In addition to the Internet safety videos, students will view various videos in regards to cyber and face to face bullying and the impact that it can have on others. These videos are very powerful and will require an adult signature of approval in order to watch them in class. This is a very important topic of discussion.

3D Printing- 3D printing seems to be one of the newest and most innovative technologies in schools today. Luckily for all of you, we now have one of our own. Students will be able to print an artifact using the 3D printer from a variety of colors. 3D printers can be used to make something as basic as a keychain to something more advanced such as a prosthetic hand! The opportunities are endless. 



Grading- You will be graded in technology following the same policies as your core 6th grade classes. The breakdown is as follows:

Assessments (Tests, Quizzes, & Projects) – 50%
Homework/Classwork – 40%
Participation- 10%
Total	100%                 


Rules and Procedures for Technology

1. Be respectful to others.
2. Come to class prepared.
3. Use laptops appropriately.
4. Stay on task and use class time wisely.
5. Stay seated unless directed otherwise.
6. Use equipment safely and properly.
7. Complete work on time.
8. Follow directions and pay attention to lessons and teacher demonstrations.
9. Go to the bathroom, nurse and drinking fountain at appropriate times.
10. Ask questions and seek out help when needed


Safety- your safety is my number one concern when in the technology room and/or workshop. You must always adhere to all safety rules/procedures so that you and/or a classmate do not get hurt. 

· Put hair up if it is long (when using machines)
· Long sleeves need to be rolled up or remove shirt if possible when using machines
· Hoodies cannot be worn in the shop due to strings possibly getting caught in machines
· Remove jewelry
· No sandals/flip-flops
· Keep fingers away from sharp/moving parts at all times
· Wear safety glasses at all times while in the shop area
· No running/horseplay
· Place project in designated area assigned by teacher
· Clean up at end of period (By everyone – this is typically an area in need of improvement) If clean-up cannot be done satisfactorily we will not work in the shop. 
· Use machines and tools for their intended purpose


Consequences for breaking the rules will include:

1. Verbal expectation reminder to student
2. Parent/guardian contact by phone
3. Minor Incident Report
4. Conduct Referral (for more than two MIRS)
5. Lose computer access
6. Lose the right to begin or continue work on a project



I look forward to working with your child this year in technology. Please feel free to email me anytime at sedgerton@gstboces.org with any questions or concerns that may arise as the year progresses. Also, please check your child’s grades using parent portal if you have access and an account set up. This is a great resource. I also have assignments posted on my website once you are on Cohen Middle Schools webpage incase a student misplaces something, etc. I look forward to teaching your child some very important skills in the area of technology education. 


Sincerely,




Mr. Stephen Edgerton



_  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Please cut on the line and submit bottom section to Mr. Edgerton


Please return this page no later than Tuesday, September 12, 2017  to Mr. Edgerton. This will count as your first homework assignment. Don’t forget it!



I have read the above information with my child and we understand what is expected of him/her in 6th grade technology this year. 

 
Student Name: ____________________________   Student Signature: _______________________________


Parent/Guardian Name(s): ______________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Signature(s): ___________________________________________________

          Phone: _______________________________
		
			          Email: _________________________________________________


Any other information you feel I should be aware of: 
